As this whole sordid affair plays out on the Internet between Catholic apologists, I am sure that there are some who believe that none of this discussion should ever have taken place.  They see it as harming the cause of Catholicism to have fellow Catholics slug it out in such a public way.  But I continue to see it as necessary and an analogy comes readily to mind.  I live on a small farm and it happens on occasion that one of my animals develops an abscess.  Now the danger with leaving an abscess untreated is that it will eventually burst—either outward, infecting other animals, or inward, poisoning the animal with a dose of deadly toxins.  The remedy is pretty straightforward—you take a sharp knife and lance the abscess.  But it's an unpleasant procedure.  The patient howls in pain and there is a great effusion of pus.  Still, it has to be done for the good of all involved.

 

I do not think it is any exaggeration to say that CAI's abysmal treatment of Jewish (and other) issues has developed over the years into a full-blown abscess within the Catholic apologetics community.  And it had to be lanced, for the good of all.  Now, of course, we are treated to the howling of Bob Sungenis and the effluence we have seen surging out of CAI in "response" to Michael Forrest's study—complete with falsehoods, double standards, personal denigration, vindictiveness, and slander—is nothing but a great effusion of nasty pus.  But still, it has to be done.  The goal of it all is now, and has always been, therapeutic.  Still, it does not appear at present that Bob is ready to accept the medicine.  And that is a shame, but at the very least it reveals that the difficulties at CAI simply reflect the character, or in this case the lack thereof, of its president.

 

With regard to the way in which Bob has studiously missed the point of what I wrote and responded, in his inimical fashion, to a different set of points entirely, I will simply say that substantive responses are due only to substantive critiques offered by credible critics.  Bob's behavior in this affair has been so infantile, vengeful, and ridiculous that I have ceased to take anything he says seriously.  To quote Horatio Hornblower to his nemesis Jack Simpson, Bob is just "not worth the powder."

 

David Palm 

