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Be Thou with the afflicted who
flee away from the cruelty of the
oppressor. Quench the passions
of fanaticism and hatred. Plant
in their stead the feelings of love
and brotherhood. Grant under-
standing to those who take coun-
sel togather how best to succor the
fugitives and to aid the foriom.
Show them the way wherein they
should help and the work they
should do, and grant that their
labors may prosper. Inspire our
hearts and the hearts of all our
brethren, in every place of their
hahitation, with tender pity, that
they may bring the gifts of their
hands to satisfy the souls of the
afflicted and to provide quiet
resting places for the poor oui-
casts. Bestow Thy blessing npon
our dear land under whose
shadow we dwell in peace and
happiness, and visit us all with
mercy and salvation. Amen.

This is from the ecloquent and moving
*mrayor {or the Jews of Russia offered up
on the Day of Atonemenl, 18917 ~a prayer
that rises loday trom Jewish hearts.

But let us give it a little more thought. The horse
had been suffering the pangs of thirst, and his vanity
was oftén pricked when he saw the nimble stag out-
running him. You, who have known no such pain and
vexation, may fnd it difficult to understand that
hatred and blindness should have driven the horse to
act with such ill-advised, gullible haste. The horse,
however, fell an easy victim to temptation because
his earlier tribulations had prepared him for such a
blunder. For there is much truth in the saying that
it is easy to give just and wise counsel—to others!—
but hard to act justly and wisely for oneself. I say
to you with full conviction: We all have often played
the tragic role of the horse and we are in constant
danger of yielding to temptation again.

The situation illustrated in this fable happens
again and again in the life of individuals and na-
tions. In brief, we may call it the process by which
dislike and hatred of a given person or group are di-
verted to another person or group incapable of effec-
tive defense. But why did the role of the stag in
the fable so often fall to the Jews? Why did the
Jews so often happen to draw the hatred of the
masses? Primarily because there are Jews among
almost all nations and because they are everywhere
too thinly scattered to defend themselves against
violent attack.

A few examples from the recent past will prove the
point: Toward the end of the nineteenth century
the Russian people were chafing under the tyranny of
their government. Stupid blunders in foreign policy
further strained their temper until it reached the
breaking point. In this extremity the rulers of Russia
sought to divert unrest by inciting the masses to
hatred and violence toward the Jews, These tactics
were repeated after the Russian govérnment had
drowned the dangerous revolution of 1905 in blood—
and this maneuver may well have helped to keep the
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hated regime in power until near the end of the
World War,

When -the Germans had lost the World War
hatched by their ruling class, immediate attempts
were made to blame the Jews, first for instigating the
war and then for losing it. In the course of time, suc-
cess attended these efforts, The hatred engendered
against the .Jews not only protected the privileged
classes, but enabled a small, unscrupulous and inso-
lent group to place the German people in a state of
complete hondage.

The crimes with which the Jews have been charged
in the course of history——crimes which were to justify
the atrocities perpetrated against them-—~have changed
in rapid succession. They were supposed to have
poisoned wells. They were said to have murdered
children ‘for ritual purposes. They were falsely
charged with a systematic attempt at the economic
domination and exploitation of all mankind. Pseudo-
scientific books were written to brand them an in-
ferior, dangerous race. They were reputed to foment
wars and revolutions for their own selfish purposes.
They were presented at once as dangerous innovators
and as enemies of true progress. They were charged
with falsifying the culture of nations by penetrating
the national life under the guise of becoming assimi-
jated. In the same breath they were accused of being
so stubbornly inflexible that it was impossible for
them to fit into any society. '

Almost beyond imagination were the charges
brought against them, charges known to their instiga-
tors to be untrue all the while, but which time and
again influenced the masses. In times of unrest and
turmoil the masses are inclined to hatred and cruelty,
whereas in times of peace these traits of human na-
ture emerge but stealthily.

Up to this point I have spoken only of violence
and oppression against the Jews—not of anti-Semi-
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tism itself as a psychological and social pheriomenon
existing ‘even in times and circumstances when no
special action against the Jews is under way. In this
sense, one may speak of latent anti-Semitism. What
is its basis? I believe that in a certain sense one may,
actuslly regard it as a normal manifestation in the
life of a peaple.

The members of any group existing in & nation are
more closely bound to one another than they are to
the remaining population. Hence a nation will never
be free of friction while such groups continue tu be
distinguishable. In my belief, uniformity in a popula-
tion would not be desirable, even if it were attainable,
Common convictions and aims, similar interests, will
in every society produce groups that, in a certain
sense, act as units, There will always be friction be~
tween such groups—the same sort of aversion and
rivalry that exists between individuals.

The need for such graupings is perhaps most easily
seen in the field of politics, in the formation of paliti~
cal parties. Without parties the political interests of
the citizens of any state are bound to languish, There
would be no forum for the free exchange of opinions.
The individual would be isolated and unable to assert
his convictions. Political convictions, moreover, ripen
and grow oanly through mutual stimulation and criti-
cism offered by individuals of similar disposition and
purpose; and politics 1§ no different from any other
field of our cultural existence. Thus it is recognized,
for example, that in times of intense religious fervor
different sects are likely to spring up whase rivabry
stimulates religious life in general. Itis well known,
on the other hand. that centralization—that is, elimi~
nation of independent groups—Ileads to one-sidedness
and barrenness in science and art because such cen-
tralization checks and even suppresses any rivalry
of opinions and research trends.

Just What is-a Jew?

The formation of groups has an invigorating
effect in all spheres of human striving, perhaps mostly
due to the struggle between the convictions and aims
represented by the different groups, The Jews too
form such a group with a definite character of its
own, and anti-Semitism is nothing but the antago-
nistic attitude produced in the non-Jews by the Jew-
ish group. This is a normal social reaction. But for
the political abuse resulting from it. it might never
tiave been designated by a special name.

What are the characteristics of the Jewish group?
What, in the first place, is a Jew? There are no guick
answers to this question. The most obvious answer
would be the following: A Jew is a person professing
the Jewish faith. The superficial character of this an-
swer is easily recognized by means of a simple paral-
lel. Let us ask the question; What is a snail? An
answer similar in kind to the one given above might
be: A snail is an animal inhahiting a snail shell. This
answer is not altogether incorrect; not, to be sure, is
it exhaustive: for the snail shell happens to be but
one of the material products of the snail. Similacly,
the Jewish faith is but one of the characteristic prod-
ucts of the Jewish community. It is, furthermore,
known that a snail can shed its shell without thereby
ceasing to be a snail, The Jew who abandons his
faith (in the formal sense of the word) is in a shmilar
position. He remains a Jew.

Difficulties of this kind appear whenever one secks
to explain the essential character of a group.

The bond that has united the Jews for thousands
of years and that unites them today is. above all, the
democratic ideal of social justice, coupled with the
ideal’ of mutual aid and tolerance among all men.
Even the most ancient religious scriptures of the
Jews are steeped in these social ideals, which have
pawerfully affected Christianity and Mohammedan-
ism and have had a benign influence upon the social
structure of a great part of mankind. The introduc-
tion of a weekly day of rest should be remembered
here~a profound blessing to all mankind. Person-
alities such as Moses, Spinoza and Karl Marx, dis-
similar as they may be, all lived and sscrificed
themselves for the ideal of social justice; and it was
the tradition of their forefathers that Ted them on
this thorny path. The unigue accomplishments of the
Jews in the field of philanthropy spring from the same
source. - :

The second characteristic teait of Jewish rradtien
is the high regard in which it halds every form of in-
tellectual aspiration and spiritual effort. I am con-
vinced that this great respect for intellectual striving
is solely responsible for the contributions that the
Jews have made toward the progress of knowledge, in
the broadest sense of the term. In view of their rela-
tively small number and the conxiderable external
obstacles constantly placed in (Continued on page 38)



