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But let us give it a little more thought' The horse
had been sufiering the pangs of thirst, and his vanity
was often pricked whelr he sgw the nimbl€ stag out-
running him. You. who have known no such pain and
vexation, may lind it difrirult to undetrtand that
hatred and blindness should have driven the horse to
act with such ill-advised, gullible haste. 'Ihe horse,
howevet, fell an easy victim to temptation because
his earlier tribulations had prepared him tor such a
blunder, For there is much truth in the saying that
it is easy to give just and wise couNel-to others!-
but hard to act justly and wisely {or oneself^ I say
to you with full ionviction: We all have ofteil played
the tragic rolc of the horee and we are in constant
danger of yielding to temptation ag,ain

The situation i l lustrated in this fable happens
again and again in the life of individuals and na-
tions. In brief, we may call it the preess by which
dislihe and hat{ed of a given person or group are di-
verted to another person or gxouP incapable of effec-
tive defense, But why did the role of the stag in
the fsble so often fall to the Jews? Why did the
Jews so often happen to draw the hetred of the
masses? Primarily because there are Jcws among
almost all nations and beceuse they ar€ evetywhere
too thinly scattered to defend themselves dgainst
violent attack.

A few examples frour the recent past will prove the
point: Toward the end of the nineteenth century
iAe Russian people were chafrng under the tyranny of
their govemment. Stupid blunders in foreign policy
further strained their temper until it reached the
breaking point. In this extremity the flrlers of Russia
sought to divert unrest by inciting the masses to
hatred and violence toward the Jews, These tactics
were repeated after the Russian goverlment had
drowned the dangerous revolution of 1905 in blood-
and this msneuver may well have helped to keep the
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hated regime in power until near the end of the
World War.

When the Gennans had lost the Worid War
hatchcd by their ruling class, immediate attempts
wete made to blame the Jews, first for instigating the
war and then for losing it. In the cotrrse of time, suc'
cess attended these efforts, The hatred engendered
against ttle Jews not only protected the privileged
classes. but enabled a small. unscmpulous and inso-
lent group to place the Gernran people in a state of
completc bondage.

The crimes with which the Jews have been charged
in the course of history--crimes which we{e to justify

the atrocities perpetrated against them-have changed
in rapid succession. They were suppced to have
poisoned wells. They were said to have murdeted
children for ritual purposes. They were falsely
charged with a systematie attempt at the economic
domination and exploitation of all mankind. Pseudo-
scientific books were written to brand them an in-
ferior, dangerous race. They were leputed to foment
wam and revolutions for their own selfish purposes.
They were presented at once as dangerous innovators
and as enemies of true progress. They were charged
with falsifying the cultLue of nations by penetrating
the national life under the glrise o{ becoming assimi-
lated. In the same breath they were accused of being
so stubbornly intlexible that it was impossible for
them to fit into any society.

Almost beyond imagination were the chatg€s
brought against them, charges known to their instiga-
tors to be untrue all the while, btlt which time and
assin influenced the masses, In times of unrest and
tu-moil the masses are inclined to hatred and cruclty.
whereas in times of peace these traits of lrurnan na-
ture emerge but stealthily.

Up to this point I have spoketr only of violencc
and oppression Egainst the Jews-not of anti-Serni'

tism itself as a psychologi.'al end social phenomerton
existing even in timcs aild clrrunrstancns whnn no
special action against the Jews is under way. Iri this
sense, oDe rnay speak of laterlt anti-semltisrn. \ryhat
is its basis? I believe that in a certain sense one msy.
actually regard it as a cormal fianifestation in the
life of a peopte.

The members of any group existing in a nation are
rnore elosely bound to onc snother than they sre to
the remaining population, Hencr & nstiorr will nrver
be free of friction rvhile such groups cortinue tu be
distinguishable. ln my belief. unilorrnity in a popula"
tion would not be desirable, even if it were sttsinable,
Common convictions and aims, sinrils,r intcrests, will
in every society produce grouFs that. in a certain
sense, act as units. There will nlwayr tn friction be-
tw€ett such groups-the samc sof,t of aversion and
rivalry that exists betweel indiviclu*k,

The need for srrch groupings is perhalrs most casily
seen in the lield of politic:, in thc fnrmation of paliti-
cal parties. Without parties the political intcrests of
the citizens o{ any stite 6fc bound to languisl:, Tir*re
would be no tmm for the hee exchange r{ cpiniors'
The individual would be isolatnd and usable lo &sscrt
his convictions, Political corlvictions, tlorcol'er, tillen
and grow only tlu'ough mutual stimulation aild {.iti-
cism o$erecl by inriividuals of sirnilar clisposition arxl
purpose; and pclitics is nr: different from sty oth*r
field of our cultural existence. Thu* it ir recognired,
for example, that in times of iatense religious fervor
difrerent sccts are likely to spring up xhose rivalry
stimulate$ religiots life in gerreral- It is well kaowtr'
on the other hBud. that centralizatiol*that is, elinri-
nation of independent grorrps*leads to ofie-sidf;dne$s
and barrenness in sciesce and art because such ctn-
tralization checks and even supptesses any rivalry
of opinions and rese*r'ch trends.

Jusl Whal is a Jew?

The formation of groups ltas an invigorating
effect in all spheres of human striving, perhaps nustly
d.ue to the stluggle betweei the convicfians snd aims
represented by the different gruuyts, The Jews tao
fffm such a group with a delinite charact*. o{ it$
own, and anti"Sernitisrn is nothitrg but th* sntago-
nistic attitude produced in ths non-Jews by the Jew-
ish group. This is a nonnal social Rsctitlrl. I&ti ior
the political abuse rFsulting from it. it might uevtr
hava been designated by a special uame.

What are the characteri$tics of the Jewish groupl
Whet, in the Rrst place, ls a Jcw? Thnre src no quick
answafs to this qucstion. The rnost obvious answer
would be the following: A Jew is a perscn prcfnssing
the Jewish faith. The superficial character of this an-
swer is easily recognizcd by means of a simplv parel-
lel. Let us ask the questionl What is a snail? An
answer similar ir kind to the one given above ulight
be: A snail is an animal irrhahiting * snail shell. This
answer is not altogsthcr incorrett; nor. iu be sErc. is
it exhaustive: for the snail shell happcrrs to be hui
one oI the msterial products of the snsil. Simil*rly,
the Jewish faith is but one cJ the chsracteristic f)tsd-
ucts of the Jewish commurtity' lt is, fu{lrermore,
known that a snail can shed its shnll w.iihout th{:rcby
ceasirrg to be a *nail Thc Jaw who ahandons hir
faith (in the formal sense ol the word) is i* a sirrrilar
position, He remains a Jew.

Difiiculties of this kind appear whenever orte s{tks
to esplain the essential character o{ a group.

The bond that has urrited th( Jcws fnr thousands
of years and that unites them today is, *bove all, the
democratic ideal of sccial justice. coupled with the
ideal of mutual aid and tol('rance arnong all m€n.
Even the most ancient religious scriptures of the
Iews are stccrted in tltcse socisl ideals, which have

iowerfully affected Christisnity srrrJ Mohanrmedatt-
ism and have had a benign inffuencc upcn the soeial
structurc of a grest pnrt. of rnankind' Thc introduc-
tion of a ivcekly d*y af rest should be rernernbcred
here*a profound blessilrg to tll mankind. P{rson-
elities such as Moses, $pinoza and Karl Mar;. dis-
sirnilar as they may bc, all lived and s*crificed
themselves far the icleal of social justict; and it wa$
the tradition of their forefathers that tred thtrn on
this thorny path, The rrnique accomFli$hmelt.s of the

,|ews in the freld of philanthropy sPring from the satrrt
soutce.

The secofld chdractcristic tfotl ot Jeirl$h ttAdtilo:r
is the high regard in which it holds evely f.rrn of in-
tellectual asfriration and spiritual cffort. I an1 ton-
vinmd that this grett respect tor intellectrtal strivlnq
is solely responsible for the contributions that tlte
Jews have made toward tlte progr*55 of knowltrlge. it i
the broadest sense of the term. In virw ci tlreir r*la-
tively small nunrber arrd thc corriidorablf, estemel
obstacles constantly plsccd in fConiinued $n p€de jl8j

I! lilnJ Ern: ?!t
!e Thou with tha afllicted who

Oee ewry lrom lhe cruallY ol th.

opprassor, Quench lhe parslons

ol laneliclem and hatr.d. Plsnl

in lheir slead the leellngr ol love

rnd btothgthood. Gtsnl  nnder '

rlrnding lo lhote who lake coun'

sel togallr€r how besl lo succor lhs

lugltivor and to aid the torlom.

Show them lhe wsy whetein lhoY
should help and lhe work theY

rhould do, rrd grsnt lhal lheir

labore rnay prospor. Inspire our

hoarlg and the heartg ol all our
brelhren, ln every place ol lheir
habltallon, wilh tender pitY, thal

ihey may bting the gitio ol their

hsndo to setlsly lhe sods of lhe
r$iqlrd .nd lo provido quict

rdling places tor lhe Poor ont.
oasls. Bcslow Thy blercing npon
ou r  d l a r  l r nd  unde t  whoss
shrdow lee dwell ln peaoe and
hsppinerr, and visil rs all rxith
meroY snd salvalion. Amen.

Thi:  i r  l rom tho oloqusnl and movinn
"prayor lor lhc Js*3 o{ &usria ollorod rrp
otr tho Oay ol Aloncmolrl. lt9l"-a praYcr
th.I  r i665 lodiy honr Jcwish h6att ! .


